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BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Bloomsburg, PA 17815 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE 
BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 

June 3, 2021 

Below are University highlights since the Council of Trustees last met in March 2021. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
 
College of Liberal Arts (COLA): 

• Dr. James Brown, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, was appointed to the 2021-22 “Becoming a 
Provost Academy” cosponsored by the American Association of State Colleges and Universities 
and the American Academic Leadership Institute. The year-long program provides the participants 
comprehensive preparation for the areas of most critical concern to aspiring provosts. 

• Dr. Steven Hales of the philosophy department published the second edition of his book, This is 
Philosophy: An Introduction (Wiley-Blackwell). 

 
Zeigler College of Business (ZCOB): 

• A team of International Business students, Carolyn Benner, Glenn Klinger, Maranda Plunkett, and 
Patrick Dorsey, placed first in the virtual International Business Case Competition hosted by the 
University of Missouri – St. Louis.   

 
College of Education (COE):  

• The Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation announced that it was fully accrediting 
the Educator Preparation Program. This accreditation lasts for seven  years and reflects the 
consistent and focused efforts of the COE faculty (and specifically Associate Dean Amy Eitzen) to 
provide a quality educator preparation program. 

• The COE established an Equity in Education Committee. Its inaugural event was a virtual talk by 
Dr. Headley White, an associate professor at Bethune-Cookman University, who discussed the 
relevance of African American history to America’s educators.  

 
College of Science and Technology (COST): 
 

• A state-of-the-art Gas Chromatograph/Mass Spectrometry (GC/MS) system valued at $150,000 
was installed in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. This acquisition, supported by 
academic enhancement funds, enables advanced student training in a widely used analytical 
technique and expands research collaboration opportunities with Geisinger Health System. 

• Dr. Kimberly Ann Olszewski, Associate Professor in the Department of Nursing, was appointed 
President of the American Association of Occupational Health Nurses in March.  The professional 
association, comprised of licensed nurses actively committed to occupational and environmental 
nursing, serves over 4,000 members and 100 chapters. 
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UNIVERSITY ADVANCEMENT 
 
Bloomsburg University Foundation: 

• Bloomsburg University Foundation (BUF) received a $100,000 scholarship commitment from the 
Jacques Weber Foundation to provide $10,000 annually to an EGGS student. Jacques Weber was 
the former owner of Bloomsburg Mills.  

• BUF received a $50,000 gift from Steph Pettit ‘89 to support the BU Production Company and the 
Under Armour football fund. 

• BUF received a $25,000 endowment commitment from retired professor and founder of the MSIT 
department, Dr. Hank and Linda Bailey, to create the Keith D. Bailey MSIT Legacy Fund Supporting 
Student Success. The Baileys, with Dr. Helmut Doll, Dr. Karl Kapp, and program alumnus Cole 
Camplese ‘96, have committed to raising a total of $75,000 for the permanent endowment fund. 

• In Fiscal Year 2021, BUF will exceed the $2 million mark for scholarships distributed to the 
University in a single year for the first time ever. 

• BUF committed an additional $2.4 million for first generation and retention scholarships which 
will be distributed over four years as $500,000 in direct cash support and $100,000 in housing 
grants annually.  

 
Alumni & Professional Engagement: 

• The Alumni and Professional Engagement Team collaborated with various colleagues and 
departments across campus to connect more than 109 alumni and employer volunteers with over 
400 students in a variety of virtual panels and discussion forums. These collaborations included 
two inaugural programs, an Honors College Virtual Alumni Panel Series and a virtual First Gen 
Alumni Panel and the largest Day of Dialogue program since its creation in 2016. A focus of these 
collaborative program opportunities was to increase diverse alumni and student engagement 
which resulted in a 30% increase over the number of diverse alumni volunteers the previous year. 

• Thanks to a collaboration between Dr. Scott Inch and Trustee John Wetzel, Secretary of the PA 
Department of Corrections, 15 paid internships are available to BU students this summer.   

 
STUDENT SUCCESS AND ENROLLMENT SERVICES 

 
Academic Enrichment 

• Associate Professors Dr. Melissa Cheese and Dr. Cassandra Sachar, in partnership with Assistant 
Professor of Exceptionality Programs, Dr. Carolyn Reid-Brown, presented training sessions on 
microaggressions to the campus community. 

ACT 101/EOP 
• Nearly 300 students have visited the Basic Needs Shoppe at the Greenly Center to obtain essential 

items such as non-perishable food items, culturally relevant hair care products, soap, hygiene 
products, and winter boots. 

Center for Diversity and Inclusion  
• The LGBTQA Resource Center presented a Transgender Day of Visibility that included Nick Teich, 

the founder of the first summer camp in the world for transgender and non-binary youth. 
Financial Aid 

• The Financial Aid Office promoted and participated in Student Employment week from April 12-
15, 2021.  During the week BU’s Student Employees of the Year were announced. Iyanna Williams, 
a junior accounting major from East Stroudsburg, was named Student Employee of the Year. 
Andrew Bower, a senior computer science major from Berwick, is the Student Employee of the 
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Year Runner-up. Anna Horn, a junior professional sales and marketing major from Schnecksville, 
was named Student Employee Rookie of the Year.   

 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

 
Marketing and Communications  
Brand Implementation and Marketing:  
• From Feb. 1, 2020 – April 30, 2021, multi-channel marketing and advertising campaigns have yielded 

more than 2.6M prospective student and influencer (parent) impressions across Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and New York markets. 

• Campaign performance – Both paid search and paid social performed well above industry click-
through-rate benchmarks 
o Paid Search (Google) 7.82% (2.20% benchmark) 
o Paid Social Media 0.92% (0.73% benchmark) 

Website Redesign 
• New users on Admissions microsite up 103% from last year, and the number of pageviews is up 

288% year over year.  
• Calls to Action Conversions (Feb 1-April 30): How to Apply Page: 7,003 visits, Request Information 

Page: 2,412 visits, Visit & Connect Page: 10,717 visits 
• On track for launch in June 2021 

Communications 
• Merit:  Six achievements recognized 342 students, yielding 1.88 million social media impressions. 

Earned Media Highlights: 
• WBRE/WYOU Story on Act 101 retention success. Earned media value (EMV) of $10, 900. 
• FOX 56-TV: Dr. Mike Shepard interviewed about Mars Rover exploration, EMV $550 
• WNEP-TV: Positive story on Block Party (under control this year) EMV of $37,900, Press Enterprise: 

Positive story on Block Party. EMV $871 
• Press Enterprise: Story on Nursing Pinning Ceremony. EMV of $1,100  

Sports Information 
Earned Media: 
• Nominated and publicized 12 PSAC Athletes of the Week and one Regional Athlete of the Week  

 
Community and Government Relations 

• The Bloomsburg University Dance Marathon team virtually fundraised over $3,000 for Geisinger’s 
Janet Weis Children’s Hospital this spring. 

• BU Department of Environmental, Geographical and Geological Sciences (EGGS) professor 
Jennifer Haney and John Bodenman, her EGGS faculty colleague, recently worked with Charles 
Fritz and the Bloomsburg Recycling Center to complete a first-of-its-kind study of recycling 
programs in Pennsylvania. Aimed at understanding the trends, opportunities, and challenges 
facing the recycling industry in the Commonwealth, the study was funded by the Center for Rural 
Pennsylvania and included participation from 35 counties and 702 municipalities. 

• In early May, Bloomsburg University student-athletes joined community member volunteers to 
help do painting preparation work at the Bloomsburg Town Pool. Volunteer efforts such as the 
painting preparation work have helped keep project costs affordable for the Town.  

• In late March, the Bloomsburg University Swim Team partnered with the Columbia County 
Conservation District, volunteering to do a spring clean-up at Kocher Park in Lightstreet, a few 
miles from campus. 



4 
 

 
Athletics 

• The men’s baseball team notched its second consecutive PSAC championship in May 2021 (the 
team also won in 2019 and no champion was declared last year due to COVID). The Huskies 
finished their season with an overall record of 24-18, going 1-2 overall in the NCAA Atlantic 
Regional after winning the PSAC crown the previous weekend. 

• The men’s swimming team won its first-ever PSAC Championship.  The women’s swimming team 
wrapped up the COVID-shortened season with a runner-up second place finish in the PSAC 
Championship. Stu Marvin is the head coach of the men’s and women’s swim teams.  

• The Bloomsburg field hockey earned National Field Hockey Coaches Association (NFHCA) Division 
II National Academic Squad honors.  There were four student-athletes to earn NFHCA Division II 
Scholar of Distinction honors with senior Cheyenne Ott, junior Sydney Rimmer, and sophomores 
Bri Doebler and Carlee Williams being announced. 

• The Bloomsburg wrestling program had eight student-athletes named to the Mid-American 
Conference (MAC) All-Academic Team: Willy Girard; senior Jarrett Walters; junior Alex Carida; 
redshirt sophomores Josh Mason and Vincenzo Miceli; sophomore Christian Gannone; and 
redshirt freshmen Bronson Garber and Bruno Stolfi. 

• Sophomore cross country runner Nicole Keeley earned her second-straight All-Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference (PSAC) accolade after finishing eighth overall at the spring 2020-21 PSAC 
Women's Cross-Country Championships.  

• BU Athletics virtually recognized a record-number of scholar-athletes for their academic successes 
over the course of the past two semesters. In all, 246 student-athletes who achieved a grade point 
average (GPA) of 3.25 or higher during the past two semesters or who have a minimum cumulative 
GPA of 3.25 were honored. Ninety-nine freshmen or transfer student-athletes also posted a 3.25 
GPA or higher in their first semester, while123 faculty members were highlighted as influential to 
the success of these student-athletes.  

 



Council of Trustees

Quarterly Meeting

Thursday, June 3, 2021



Call to Order

ASL Need: Please pin the interpreter now.



Pledge of Allegiance



Roll Call



Public Comment Period

By Phone:*9 Raise Hand



Approval of Minutes 
from March 3, 2021



Emeritus Recipients



Faculty Emeritus



Dr. Nancy Giles
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology



Dr. Marion Mason
Professor, Department of Psychology 



Dr. Michael Stephans
Associate Professor, Mathematical and 

Digital Sciences 



Dr. John Waggoner 
Professor, Department of Psychology



Non-instructional Emeritus

Advisory Panel



President’s Report

Council of Trustees Quarterly Meeting
June 3, 2021

Dr. Bashar W. Hanna

President



Agenda
• Integration Update
• Academic Program Array
• Campus Updates
• Enrollment Update 
• University Highlights
• Community Service 
• Student Success
• Commencement 2021
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Integration Update

• Board of Governors Meetings: April and July 2021

• Public comment period (60 days) and four public 
hearings (June 9-10), per Act 50

• Next steps
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Academic Program Array



Total Number of 
Undergraduate Level Majors* 
(Headcount) by Disciplinary 
Field and University, Fall 
2020, Ranked in Descending 
Order

*Excludes non-degree and second majors.
**Secondary Education majors are counted in their home 
discipline.
Source: Data Warehouse, Student Data Submission

Two-
Digit 
CIP

Disciplinary Field (CIP) * BLOOMSBURG
LOCK 

HAVEN
MANSFIELD Total

51 Health Professions and Related 
Clinical Sciences

1,197 705 224 2,126

52 Business, Management, Marketing, 
and Related Support Services 

1,469 234 120 1,823

13 Education** 695 204 120 1,019
43 Security and Protective Services 

(includes programs in Criminal 
Justice Administration and Digital 
Forensics/Cybersecurity) 

601 232 102 935

42 Psychology 333 151 141 625
31 Parks, Recreation, Leisure, and 

Fitness Studies (includes programs 
in Recreation Management, Sport 
Admin, Exercise Science, Health & 
Physical Ed) 

164 292 0 456

9 Communication, Journalism, and 
Related Programs 

373 40 37 450

26 Biological and Biomedical Sciences 226 119 99 444
SUBTOTAL TOP EIGHT UNDERGRADUATE DISCIPLINARY FIELDS 7,878

TOTAL HEADCOUNT FOR ALL UNDERGRADUATE DISCIPLINARY FIELDS 
(EXCLUDING UNDECLARED AND NON-DEGREE STUDENTS) 

10,426

PERCENTAGE OF HEADCOUNT REPRESENTED BY TOP EIGHT DISCIPLINARY 
FIELDS 

75.6%



Largest Undergraduate 
Degree Programs Based on 
Combined Fall 2020 Full-
Time Equivalent (FTE) 
Enrollment, Ranked in 
Descending Order

TWO-
DIGIT 

CIP
HIGHEST ENROLLED BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAMS

ENROLLMENT 
BASED ON 
COMBINED 

FALL 2020 FTE
52 Business Administration (BSBA) 1226.88* 
51 Nursing (BSN) 646.25 
42 Psychology (BS) 608.03 
51 Health Sciences (BS) 601.5
43 Criminal Justice Administration (BS) 587.68 
13 Early Childhood Education (BSEd) 506.04** 
26 Biology (BS) 399.49 
13 Special Education (BSEd) 386.21 
44 Social Work (BSW) 329.33 
43 Digital Forensics/Cybersecurity (BS) 288.07 
9 Media & Journalism (BS)*** 269.27 
31 Exercise Science (BS)/Health & Phys. Ed (BS) 233.87 

SUBTOTAL TOP 12 DEGREE PROGRAMS 6082.62 
TOTAL FTE ALL FOUR-YEAR PROGRAMS 9495.85 

PERCENTAGE OF FTE REPRESENTED BY TOP 12 DEGREE PROGRAMS 64.0% 

*Combined enrollment includes BS programs at LHU and MU.
**Excludes students pursuing special education certification.
***As proposed in the academic sub-subgroup's first draft recommendations
Source: Program FTE data reported by each campus’s Institutional Research office.



Disciplinary 
Field

NE Academic Degree Program Array and Accessibility
Bloomsburg Campus Lock Haven Campus Mansfield Campus

Health
Sciences

Healthcare Professions (AAS)
Public Health Education* (AAS)

Public Health Education and Promotion (BS)
Health Sciences (BS) with Pre-Professional Concentrations  Note: PA MHS program must be completed at Clearfield

Exercise Science (BS)
Exercise Science (MS)

Sport Psychology (MS)
Athletic Training* (MS)
Healthcare Management (currently an MHS but 
proposed to be reconfigured as a concentration under 
the MBA in Business array)
Health and Physical Education K-12 (BSEd)

Nursing (ASN)
RN to BSN

Nursing (BSN)
Nursing (MSN & DNP) Note: Requires some F2F sessions at BU only.  Also available at the Dixon Center

Medical Imaging (BS) LHU access to Radiologic Technology to be explored in 
relation to accreditation requirements

Radiologic Technology (AAS)

Respiratory Care (BS)
Note: Final two years F2F at Mansfield

Nutrition (BS)
Nutrition (MS)

Note: Fully online program
Clinical Mental Health Counseling (MS)

Note: Fully online program
Speech Language Pathology and Audiology
BS, MS, AuD

Primarily Face 
to Face (F2F)

Blended F2F 
and online



Disciplinary 
Field Bloomsburg Campus Lock Haven Campus Mansfield Campus

Business

Accounting (BSBA)

Business Administration (AS)

Business Administration (BSBA)

Business Education (BSEd/M.Ed.)

Finance, Insurance, and Risk 
Management (BS)

International Business (BSBA)

Professional Sales and Marketing 
(BSBA)

Supply Chain Management (BSBA)

Accountancy (MAcc)

Sport Management (BS, MS)

Business Administration (MBA)
Note: Fully online program

Information Technology (MS)
Note: Fully online program



Disciplinary Field Bloomsburg Campus Lock Haven Campus Mansfield Campus

Education

PreK-Grade 4/Early Childhood Education (BSEd)

Middle Level Education (BSEd)

Secondary Education (BSEd)

Special Education (BSEd)

School Counseling (MEd)

Educational Leadership (MEd)

Educator Professional Development (MEd)

ASL/English Interpreting (BS)

Humanities

English (BA)

History (BA)

Philosophy (BA)

Language and Cultures (BA)

Communication Studies (BA)

Media and Journalism (BA)

Inter- and 

Multi-disciplinary 
Programs

Interdisciplinary Studies (BA/BS)

Multidisciplinary Studies (AA)

Multidisciplinary Studies (BA)



Disciplinary 
Field Bloomsburg Campus Lock Haven Campus Mansfield Campus

STEM

Biology (BA/BS)
Biology (MS)

Chemical Technology (AS)
Chemistry (BA/BS)
Physics* (BA/BS)

Environmental Technology* (AAS)
Environmental Geoscience* (AS)

Geography and GIS* (AS)
Environmental, Geographical & Geological Sciences (BS)

Technical Leadership (BAS)
Instructional Design & Technology (MS)

Note: Program is fully online
Mathematics (BS)

Computer Information Systems (AS)
Applied Computer Science (BS)

Computer Science (BS)
Digital Forensics and 

Cybersecurity (BS)
Note: possible 2+2 pathway 

for LHU and MU students
Electronics Engineering 

Technology (BS)
Note: possible 2+2 pathway 

for LHU and MU students
Radiation Science (BS)



Disciplinary 
Field Bloomsburg Campus Lock Haven Campus Mansfield Campus

Social 
Sciences

Substance Use and Behavior Disorder Counseling* (AS)
Anthropology (BA)

Criminal Justice (AS and BS)
Economics (BA)

Political Sciences (BA)
Psychology/Psychological Sciences (BS)

Social Work (BSW) -- Note: Per consultation with CSWE, a main campus program needs to be designated with the other 
two campus programs as satellites.

Social Work (MSW) MSW to be expanded to LHU and MU post integration
Sociology (BA)

Visual and 
Performing 

Arts

Music Performance (BM) Music Performance (BM)



Campus Updates

•COVID-19 Testing

•Fall 2021 Planning Task Force
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Enrollment Update 

26

Goal As of 6.1.2021 Variance
All Continuing Students 5,992 5,331 (661)
All New Students 2,655 1,797 (858)

Total Headcount Enrollment 8,647 7,128 (1,519)
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University Highlights

New Gas Chromatograph/Mass 
Spectrometry System in 
College of Science and 

Technology



University Highlights 

28

Arts and Administration Building 
Dedicated on June 2, 2021



University Highlights 
Advancement / BU Foundation (BUF)
• $100,000 scholarship commitment from the Jacques Weber Foundation to provide $10,000 

annually to an Environmental, Geographical, and Geological Sciences (EGGS) student.

• $50,000 gift from Steph Pettit ‘89 to support the BU Production Company and the Under 
Armour football fund.

• $25,000 endowment commitment from retired professor and founder of the MSIT department, 
Dr. Hank Bailey (and wife Linda) to create the Keith D. Bailey MSIT Legacy Fund Supporting 
Student Success. 

• BUF will exceed $2M mark for scholarships distributed to the University in a single year for the 
first time ever.

• BUF has committed an additional $2.4M for first-generation and retention scholarships.
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Community Service 

30

BU Dance Marathon Team
Raises $3K for Janet Weis Children’s 

Hospital at Geisinger 



Community Service

31

BU Men’s and Women’s 
Swimming Teams 

Spring Cleanup at park in 
Lightstreet



Student Success

32

BU Men’s Swimming
2021 

PSAC Champions



Student Success

33

BU Baseball 
2021

PSAC Champions



Commencement 2021

34



Thank You!

Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable summer.
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Order of Succession Planning



Non-instructional Emeritus



Nancy Chiado
Box Office Manager and House Manager for 

Celebrity Artist Series



Linda Fisher
Clerk Typist 2, Department of Music, 

Theatre, and Dance 



Suzanna Sherlinski
University Registered Nurse Supervisor, 

Student Health Center 



Other Business



Trustee Alley Recognition Resolution



Trustee Comments



Adjournment

Thank you!
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